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Abstract: City image is the spirit and appearance of the city as a whole, the all-round and global image of the city,
including the overall style and appearance of the city, and the overall values, mental outlook and educational level of
the city residents. It is of great significance to shape a good city image for the progress of the city and the promotion of
foreign exchanges and cooperation. With the acceleration of globalization, the shaping and dissemination of city image
on the global stage has become more and more important. Especially in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic, a global
public health crisis, how cities around the world responded to the pandemic and how their images were presented in the
international media has become a focus of attention for all sectors of society.
As a significant first-tier city in China, Guangzhou gained extensive attention from domestic and international media
during the Covid-19 pandemic due to its positive performance and the effect it brought in the prevention and control of
the Covid-19 pandemic. Global Times, a Chinese comprehensive newspaper with national circulation and the only one
that conveys general news to foreign countries in line with China’s basic national conditions. It conveyed information to
the world about Guangzhou’s fight against the Covid -19 pandemic and shaped Guangzhou’s city image through its
international communication platform during the pandemic.
In this paper, we adopt the corpus method to analyze the discourse characteristics of Global Times’ news reports and
Guangzhou’s city image during the Covid-19 pandemic from the perspectives of keywords and high-frequency words,
and explore the factors affecting the shaping of Guangzhou’s city image based on critical discourse analysis. The study
finds that Global Times’ news coverage of Guangzhou focused on three major themes: current events around
Guangzhou, the Covid-19 pandemic and transportation; and emphasized the views and attitudes of authorities such as
the government and experts; and used positive words to portray Guangzhou as a cosmopolitan city that is pragmatic,
hardworking, people-centered, people-serving, and open and friendly. This paper argues that these images are related to
the idea of China’s development, the purpose of Global Times and Guangzhou’s urban culture.
Keywords: Covid-19 pandemic; Global Times; Guangzhou; City image

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Research Background

City image is the spirit and appearance of the city as a whole, the all-round and global image of the city, including the
overall style and appearance of the city, and the overall values, mental outlook and educational level of the city
residents. Shaping a good city image can stimulate the sense of responsibility and pride of all citizens, encouraging
them to contribute to the economic development and social progress of the city; strengthen the role of international
communications, promoting the opening up of the city to the outside world and exchanges and cooperation; and
improve the competitiveness of the city in the market economy. Papers should be written in comprehensible academic
English. We strongly recommend to attentively check the spelling and get your paper proofread by a native English
speaker.
Guangzhou is one of the first historical and cultural cities in China. As one of the earliest open cities among the coastal
cities in China, Guangzhou is also an important port city for foreign trade, and is known as “the business capital of the
millennium” with the spirit of “daring to be the first in the world”. The outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic in December
2019 has brought about profound impacts and changes to people’s life safety and health, as well as social development.
Against this background, Guangzhou, as the capital of Guangdong Province, actively responded to the states appeal to
take scientific and precise control measures to cope with the sudden attack of the pandemic. The news reports during
the Covid-19 pandemic conveyed the response and real-life stories of countries and even cities, and expressed the
affection and attitudes towards the events, which showed the image characteristics of each country and city during this
period; at the same time, each country and city was also able to enhance its international influence and prestige through
these news reports.
Global Times is the second English-language comprehensive newspaper circulated nationwide in China, and is the only
one that conveys comprehensive news to foreign countries in line with the basic national conditions of China. The
pplication of vocabulary or sentence structure in the news is of vital importance for reflecting social concerns and
presenting China’s image, which creates the necessity for China to demonstrate its domestic development and
disseminate cultural to the world. As one of the representatives of China’s foreign publicity media, Global Times
conveyed the message of Guangzhou’s prevention and fight against the Covid-19 application of vocabulary or
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application of vocabulary or sentence structure in the news is of vital importance for reflecting social concerns and
presenting China’s image, which creates the necessity for China to demonstrate its domestic development and
disseminate cultural to the world. As one of the representatives of China’s foreign publicity media, Global Times
conveyed the message of Guangzhou’s prevention and fight against the Covid-19 pandemic to the world through its
international communication platform during this period, and it also shaped Guangzhou’s city image. Therefore, we can
utilize this feature of Global Times to study the vocabulary application of news reports during the Covid-19 pandemic,
mainly keywords and high-frequency words, to explore the discourse characteristics and the city image of Guangzhou.

1.2 Research Purpose and Significance

The purpose of this study is to explore how Global Times’ coverage during the Covid-19 pandemic shaped
Guangzhou’s city image through corpus analysis methods, revealing the discourse features and the social and cultural
factors reflected behind the coverage. This study not only helps to understand how the media shapes the image of a
local city through discourse, but also provides a reference for future research on city image and a basis for Chinese
foreign media to optimize their communication strategies.
By collecting and analyzing a large amount of data from news reports, social media comments, etc., we are able to
present a more objective and comprehensive picture of the process of constructing Guangzhou’s city image and the
factors influencing it, which helps to understand how the media shapes the image of a city through discourse. In
addition, this study will also pay more attention to cross-cultural communication under the global perspective,
especially how the city shapes its image through outreach media under global crises (e.g., the Covid-19 pandemic),
which will serve as a reference for future research on city image and provide a basis for Chinese outreach media to
optimize their communication strategies.

1.3 Thesis Structure

The paper is divided into six parts. The first part is the introduction, which mainly explains the background, purpose,
significance, content, method, and structure of this study. The second part is a literature review, which summarizes and
analyzes the research on city image at home and abroad. The third part is the theoretical framework, which contains an
introduction of Critical Discourse Analysis Theory and Corpus-assisted Critical Discourse Analysis. The fourth part is
the research design, presenting research questions, collection, tool, method and procedure. Chapter five is a data
analysis which contains keyword analysis, high-frequency word analysis, socio-cultural factors in shaping city image.
The sixth part is the conclusion, which summarizes the data of this study and concludes the findings, significance, and
limitations of this study.

2 LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Previous Research on City Image at Home

The research on city image in China mainly focuses on two aspects that are multimodal discourse analysis of city image
construction and the research on English translation of city image.
The multimodal discourse analyses of city image construction include analyses of advertisements, posters, and news
media discourse, e.g., Lv Rongrong and Duan Cuixia, from the perspective of systemic functional linguistics of
accessibility, used English reports on Harbin from China Daily since July 2023 as the corpus of the positive discourse
analysis, to explore the way of presenting Harbin’s city image in the media reports and its linguistic characteristics[1].
Researches on discourse construction of city image in social media are also substantial, for example, Shen Bingkun
analyzed the textual resources and visual resources on the official Olympic Twitter accounts @Beijing2022 and
@Tokyo2020, and analyzed and compared the city brands constructed in terms of the ideational meaning, interpersonal
meaning, and textual meaning. In addition, there is also a discourse analysis of the city’s image publicity films[2]. For
example, Li Zhenyu discussed and analyzed the realization of the representational meaning, interactive meaning and
compositional meaning of visual shots in the promotional film of “Lanzhou”, the distribution characteristics of the main
multi-modal modes, and the main relationship between the main forms of modalities, based on the theory of visual
grammar of Kress and Leeuwen and the comprehensive analysis framework of the forms and relations of different
modes of multimodal discourse of Zhang Delu[3].
The studies of English translation of city image include English translation of foreign publicity videos, such as Li Qiong
and Rong Chen Yu took the video of “The Hometown of Poetry Saints, River Gongyi” as an example, and analyzed the
English translation strategy of the video under the guidance of Skopos theory, so as to contribute to the study of
translation of foreign publicity videos[4]; English translation of foreign publicity books city image, such as Feng Ling
and Lei Cai took the Chinese and English version of the book “Magnificent Guangxi” as an example, and based on
Newmark’s communicative translation theory, they analyzed the English translation of the text from the method of
deletion, addition of words, phonetic annotation, and deconstruction and reorganization, with the aim of exploring
translation methods and techniques suitable for the English translation of the city image, hoping to provide reference for
the research on the English translation of the city image[5]; Han Le’s study on the translation of the tagline of the city
image, for example, to explore the English translation of the tagline of the city image under the perspective of the
three-dimensional transformation of Eco-translatology, through the interpretation of the meaning of the
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three-dimensional conversion of Eco-translatology, he put forward the current problems of the translation of city’s
image taglines, and made it clear that the quality of the English translation of the city’s image tagline could have a
direct impact on the city’s image and the construction of the cultural soft power[6].
In addition to the above studies, there are also quite a number of studies on Guangzhou’s urban image. For example,
Wang Xingguang studied the characteristics of Guangzhou’s city image in Chinese mainstream English-language media
and compares them with the characteristics of Guangzhou’s city image in overseas media[7]; Xie Jie analyzed the
problems in the translation process of the public notices of some scenic spots in Guangzhou based on the situation of
the public notice language in Guangzhou and puts forward a strategy for translating the scenic spots’ public notice
language with a view to promoting the enhancement of the image of Guangzhou’s city tourism[8].
In terms of research methodology, a number of studies at home are based on the corpus method to analyze city image.
Yin Bochun, based on the NOW corpus and the discourse analysis theory, conducted a quantitative and qualitative
investigation of Changsha’s international image[9]; Gao Angzhi analyzed the research results in targeted corpuses
under the comparative perspective of “self-shaping” and “others’-shaping”, so as to reveal the differences of
Hangzhou’s image in the field of public opinion in Chinese and foreign medias[10]; Shen Nan and Yan Rui selected
news reports on Xi’an on the official mainstream English media China Daily Global Edition from 2018 to 2022 as
research samples for content analysis, strengthening the image of Xi’an as a “tourist city with a rich historical and
cultural heritage”[11].

2.2 Previous Research on City Image Abroad

Foreign researches on city image cover the shaping of urban image, factors affecting urban image, the impact of urban
image and other aspects, involving a variety of fields such as tourism, media, architecture, sports and so on.
Metaxas explored the Madrid Nuevo Norte Project (MNNP), focusing on its adherence to sustainability principles and
its role in shaping Madrid’s sustainable urban identity. The study also examined marathon races as key urban activities,
analyzing how a city’s image influences participants’ perceptions of branded marathon events[12]. SEO and PARK
compared different stakeholders’ views on colonial cultural heritage in urban settings, highlighting how these
perspectives contribute to a more complex and layered city image[13]. Cecília et al. investigated how local communities
perceive event-related imagery and its impact on a city’s overall reputation, as well as their willingness to promote both
the events and the city as tourist destinations[14]. Additionally, Yeol et al. assessed the influence of city image on
residents’ attitudes and the bidirectional effects (top-down and bottom-up) of sporting events on host cities[15].
Regarding researches about Guangzhou, Qu Huimin et al. employed web scraping techniques to collect 370,000 social
media posts referencing “Guangzhou City” from 2019 to 2023. The researchers applied three text analysis
approaches—Term Frequency-Inverse Document Frequency (TF-IDF), Latent Dirichlet Allocation (LDA), and
Sentiment Analysis (SnowNLP)—to identify key features of Guangzhou’s urban image[16]. Meanwhile, Xi et al.
proposed a framework to evaluate how pre-travel promotional campaigns affect city branding and tourists’ intentions to
visit[17].

2.3 Summary

In addition to the above studies, the study of Guangzhou’s city image based on corpus method has also been abundant
in recent years. These studies include Ren Chaowang and Luo Jiawen, who obtained the frequency of “Guangzhou” and
the frequency lists of various collocations based on corpus-critical discourse analysis, and discussed Guangzhou’s city
image in a large-scale online corpus, NOW, between 2010 and 2020[18]; Yang Kai and Chen Yingjun, selecting
“Guangzhou” as the subject word, used Python to automatically crawl a self-constructed corpus of tweets related to
Guangzhou on overseas social platforms from 2010 to 2019, and took advantage of corpus analysis software to analyze
the related words in terms of word frequency, collocations, index lines and sentiment words[19]; Li Zhiying et al. based
on two self-constructed corpora of Chinese and American news, extracted high-frequency words using the corpus
search software AntConc3.4.3, analyzed their semantic preference and semantic prosody, and combined with critical
discourse analysis to compare the different international images of Guangzhou city portrayed by Chinese and American
media[20].
It should be pointed out that the above researches have studied and analyzed Guangzhou’s urban image from different
perspectives by using corpus research methodology, obtaining fruitful results in the areas of image shaping, presentation
of media characteristics, and media strategies. However, the study of Guangzhou’s city image against the background of
Covid-19 pandemic is still insufficient. And as an important topic affecting people’s lives in recent years, the Covid-19
pandemic is of great significance and research value for enriching Guangzhou’s urban image and exploring the media’s
strategies of shaping the city’s image in various aspects. In addition, there are fewer studies on city image targeting
Global Times, which as an important Chinese foreign publicity media, plays an indispensable role in spreading the city
image. Therefore, this paper chooses Global Times as a specific Chinese foreign publicity media, and selects news
reports about Guangzhou from 2020 to 2022 as the news corpus during the Covid-19 pandemic to analyze and study the
discourse characteristics of Global Times’ news reports, and the shaping of Guangzhou’s city image.

3 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

3.1 Introduction of Critical Discourse Analysis Theory
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Critical linguistics emerged in the 1970s and 1980s, and was echoed by some scholars in European countries such as the
Netherlands and Austria. Some representative researchers, like Fairclough, stood out. From the late 1970s to the early
1980s, CDA developed into an emerging branch of modern linguistic research. At the end of the twentieth century, the
study of critical linguistics made significant progress in Europe, gradually forming a global research boom. In 1989,
Fairclough published the book Language and Power where “Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)” was first introduced as
a professional term. He mentions that discourse is a social practice and the relationship between language and society is
intrinsic[21]. Therefore, he defines CDA as a theory and methodology that explores the relationship between discourse,
society and cultural development under different social conditions[22].
Critical discourse analysis reveals the relationship between language, culture and power. Critical discourse analysis
believes that language not only reflects society, but also shapes it. It advocates the analysis of language structure so as
to clarify the social meanings expressed by language, and establish and protect the social power relations through
language, emphasizing the linguistic analysis of texts to reveal the ideology embedded therein, and the clarification of
how the ruling class uses language to implement ideological control and to maintain its position of power[23].
Taking critical discourse analysis as the theoretical basis, this study explores Global Times’ news focus on Guangzhou
and analyzes its shaping of Guangzhou’s image on the basis of analyzing the discourse language characteristics of
Chinese foreign media, and then summarizes the characteristics of Global Times’ news reports about Guangzhou.
According to critical discourse analysis, language is a social practice and an intervening force in the social process.
Therefore, we can analyze the linguistic structure of Global Times’ news reports about Guangzhou through critical
discourse, so as to explore the social concerns and image of Guangzhou and analyze the causes of image building.

3.2 Introduction of Corpus-Assisted Critical Discourse Analysis

Corpus linguistics is an interdisciplinary field that emerged in the 1980s. It is a science that studies language based on
real-life examples of language use. It uses the automatic and interactive technology of computers to collect, store,
process, and statistically analyze text, combining quantitative and qualitative analysis techniques. It integrates linguistic
theory, mathematical thinking patterns, and computer technology to comprehensively and completely describe language
in a new objective scientific way. Corpus linguistics takes real natural language texts as the research object, investigates
large-scale language usage patterns, and explores universal conclusions. It extracts language high-frequency
reproduction patterns with significant statistical significance from a large number of discourses by conducting topic
frequency statistics and index line analysis on representative corpus texts, which is a typical feature of corpus empirical
research. Corpus focuses on the functionality and meaning of real-life texts[24]. In this sense, it is common with critical
discourse analysis and systemic functional linguistics that focus on real language phenomena. Previous studies have
shown that using corpus analysis methods can effectively reveal the ideology hidden in discourse texts[25].
Hardt Mautner was the first to integrate linguistic qualitative research on corpus with critical discourse qualitative
analysis. He believes that independent critical discourse analysis lacks sufficient, systematic, and objective language
explanations or evidence, and is also controversial and critical. Therefore, it is necessary to combine corpus linguistics
techniques to enhance the persuasiveness and objectivity of discourse interpretation in CDA so that revealing the
relationship between language, ideology, and power. The corpus-assisted critical discourse analysis is based on
large-scale corpus sampling surveys. That means scholars can use the rich language retrieved from corpora to
objectively and comprehensively study the thematic vocabulary in language materials, making discourse content, style,
and source analysis more efficient. In addition to the theme vocabulary, there are also various ways of analyzing, such
as the degree of collocation, frequency of vocabulary display, and indexing function, which can provide a lot of
effective evidence for critical discourse analysis. The combination of corpus and critical discourse analysis greatly
enhances the objectivity of related research, making the research results highly scientific, systematic, and authoritative.
Therefore, based on corpus-assisted critical discourse analysis, this study conducts quantitative and qualitative research
on the news reporting of Global Times. We use corpus to analyze keywords and high-frequency words in Global Times’
news reports, providing objective data support for exploring the discourse characteristics of news reports. Based on this,
we use critical discourse analysis, exploring image shaping reflected in news report language and the impact factors of
Guangzhou city image, explaining the ideology behind language, and demonstrating the relationship between language,
society, and cultural development.

4 RESEARCH DESIGN

4.1 Research Questions

This paper answers the following questions:
(1) What are the discourse characteristics of Global Times’ news reports about Guangzhou during the Covid-19
pandemic?
(2) What kinds of image of Guangzhou have Global Times shaped through its news reports during the Covid-19
pandemic?
(3) What are the factors affecting the image of Guangzhou?

4.2 Data Collection
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Using “Guangzhou” as the search term, we search for all Global Times news reports about Guangzhou and manually
filter them to create a self-constructed corpus of Global Times news reports about Guangzhou from 2020-2022, with a
total of 159 reports, 52011words.

4.3 Research Tool

This study adopts a combination of quantitative and qualitative research methods. AntConc4.0 is used as the analysis
tool, and the corpus is utilized for quantitative research and analysis. Through AntConc4.0 software, we study the
Global Times news reports about Guangzhou from 2020 to 2022 in the corpus, and analyze the vocabulary collocation
or syntactic structure in the news corpus from the perspective of keywords and high-frequency words, and explore the
Global Times’ shaping of the Guangzhou city image.

4.4 Research Method and Research Procedure

First, we use AntConc 4.0 software to extract the top 20 keywords from the self-constructed corpus to make a word list,
and carry out subject word analysis to explore the focal points of those news reports and reveal the city image of
Guangzhou reflected through these points.
Secondly, we extract the top 20 high-frequency content words in the Global Times news corpus about Guangzhou
during 2020-2022 to make a word list, mainly nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs, etc., and analyze the frequency of
the application of these words, their collocations and index lines. From the perspective of the collocation and semantic
prosody of the words, the characteristics of Global Times’ news reports and the image of Guangzhou portrayed by them
are reflected.
Finally, based on the theory of critical discourse analysis, combined with the data collection and literature reading, we
discuss and summarize the image of Guangzhou portrayed by Global Times and the causes of its construction. We also
provide some strategies for news report on structuring city image.

5 DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULTS

5.1 Keyword Analysis

Keywords are words that appear significantly more frequently in one text or corpus than in another comparable, larger
reference text or corpus[26]. Using AmE06 as the reference corpus, the top 20 keywords were extracted, as shown in
Table 1. In order to ensure that the selected keywords are related to the research topic of this paper, we screened out the
stop words such as “photo”, “information” and so on.

Table 1 Top 20 Key Words
Number Key Word Frequency Keyness

1 guangzhou 1036 6283.443
2 china 684 3654.346
3 guangdong 317 1909.806
4 province 328 1856.205
5 Covid 221 1340.408
6 south 287 1121.867
7 nucleic 144 873.183
8 epidemic 157 851.695
9 cases 204 729.864
10 acid 139 701.661
11 city 230 590.155
12 district 142 580.689
13 quarantine 89 528.696
14 testing 101 466.024
15 Chinese 108 437.874
16 railway 71 412.296
17 airport 103 386.334
18
19
20

prevention
infections
measures

82
79
104

360.157
356.145
352.481

On the whole, the top 20 keywords can be divided into three categories. The first category indicates location, including
the keywords “guangzhou” “china”, “guangdong” “province” “south” “city” and “district” which are ranked in the top 4,
6, 11, and 12, respectively, to describe the geographic location of Guangzhou, highlighting Guangzhou as a topic of
news coverage, and detailing not only an overall report on Guangzhou, but also includes attention to current events in
individual districts. More statements describing the geographical location of Guangzhou, such as “south China’s
Guangdong Province”, can be found in the relevant news texts. The second category is related to the Covid-19
pandemic, including the keywords “Covid” “nucleic” “epidemic” “cases” “acid” “quarantine” “testing” “prevention”
“infections” “measures” which accounted for fifty percent of the top 20 keywords, reflecting that the Covid-19
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pandemic was the top priority of the news reports in these three years. The last category of keywords is other
vocabulary, such as “Chinese” “railway” and “airport”. These three words could reflect that, in addition to the
“epidemic”, transportation is also the key topics of concern.
Corpus linguistics is essentially a contextual theory in which words must be studied in context, and this can be achieved
using indexing analysis in corpus[27]. Index line analysis, as one of the core parts in corpus linguistics, helps to
discover many important linguistic forms in texts [28]. In this paper, we further summarize the main concerns of Global
Times during the Covid-19 pandemic by analyzing the contexts of significant collocations and related index lines of the
top20 key words, so as to analyze the image of Guangzhou presented in Global Times news reports.
5.1.1 Index line analysis for keywords indicating location
A search of all the index lines indicating locations reveals that the words “Guangzhou” “china” “Guangdong” “city”
and “south” are mainly collocated with each other. In addition to “Guangzhou, south China’s Guangdong province”
mentioned above, there are also expressions like “Guangzhou, capital of South China’s Guangdong Province”, as
shown in the Figure 1. These expressions emphasize Guangzhou’s geographic location “in the south of China” and its
status as the “provincial capital”. The main contents include the development of Guangzhou city and the epidemic
situation, depicting the positive image of Guangzhou like example 1.

Figure 1 Part of Index Lines of Collocations of “Guangzhou” “China” “Guangdong” “City” and “South”

Example 1: Guangzhou, the capital city of South China’s Guangdong Province, has seen a limited impact on logistic
and trade so far thanks to the local government’s launch of dynamic epidemic control measures to bring down the
possible impact of the outbreak and quick reining of the virus to stop it from further spreading, industry experts told the
Global Times on Sunday (from Global Times, November 06, 2022).
In addition to descriptions of locations, the related expressions of the words “city” and “district” also cover other news
focuses. Therefore, the following is an analysis of the index lines for these two words.
Apart from the meaning of “Guangzhou city” and relation with the topic of “city epidemic”, the index line analysis with
“city” also includes the nouns “health” “supply” “business” “economic” “financial” etc.(see Figure 2), which reflect the
concern for people’s livelihood protection and economic construction in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic,
demonstrating Guangzhou’s image as a city that is people-centered and emphasizes economic development. The
example 2 is from the self-constructed corpora.

Figure 2 Part of Index Lines of “City”

Example 2: Officials said that the city has sufficient supplies of daily necessities with stable prices and called on the
citizens to not panic (from Global Times, April 09, 2022).
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Analyzing the search lines of “district”, the most expressive expressions are those about the prevention and control of
the epidemic in various districts (see Figure 3), reflecting the city image of Guangzhou’s districts’ efforts and unity in
preventing the Covid-19 pandemic. Here is an example:
Example 3: A staff member of a property management company (R) hands over the online shopping goods ordered by
residents under home quarantine to a volunteer at a residential area at Liwan District of Guangzhou, capital of south
China’s Guangdong Province, June 1, 2021(from Global Times, June 03, 2021).

Figure 3 Part of Index Lines of “District”

5.1.2 Index analysis for keywords related to Covid-19 pandemic
The words related to the Covid-19 pandemic all show an emphasis on the topic of epidemic prevention and control.
First, “Covid” “cases” and “infections” are used to reveal the situation of new cases of Covid-19 pandemic in
Guangzhou. “Covid” is used to denote “Covid-19”, and the index line result totals 221. Among them, the most
collocations with “cases”, totaling 39, are shown in the Figure 4. It is mainly used to express the new cases in
Guangzhou. The indexed lines of “cases” are analyzed, and the expressions mainly include “reported cases” “new
cases” “sporadic cases” “confirmed cases” “imported cases” and so on, reflecting the condition of new cases in
Guangzhou, as shown in the Figure 5. It is worth noting that “new cases” are connected with words like “surge” and
“raise”, which indicates the increase in the number of cases, reflecting the fact that the outbreak of the Covid-19
pandemic is not to be underestimated, and Guangzhou, as an international metropolis, is even more profoundly affected
by the epidemic due to its large population and high degree of openness to the outside world. Similar to the usage of
“cases”, “infections” is mostly used to report new infections (see Figure 6), showing Guangzhou’s real-time follow-up
and attention to the prevention and control of the epidemic, as well as its concern for infected patients, reflecting the
city’s image of actively preventing the Covid-19 pandemic.

Figure 4 Part of Index Lines of Collocation of “Covid” and “Cases”
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Figure 5 Part of Index Lines of “Cases”

Figure 6 Part of Index Lines of “Infections”

In addition, “Covid” and “epidemic” are paired many times with “prevention” “control” and “measures”, involving
topics such as epidemic cases, control and protection, as shown in the Figure 7 and Figure 8. These expressions, like the
one in example 4, reflect the strong awareness of Guangzhou and its people in epidemic prevention and control. Besides,
these also show that Guangzhou was actively fighting against the epidemic, and the people of Guangzhou are tenacious,
taking many measures to prevent and control the epidemic, and defending the health and safety of Guangzhou together.

Figure 7 Part of Index Lines of “Covid”
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Figure 8 Part of Index Lines of “Epidemic”

Example 4: For those depart from Shenzhen, a result with 72 hours is required, according to the relevant epidemic
prevention and control measures (from Global Times, June 10, 2021).
The word “nucleic” “acid” and “quarantine” have fewer index lines and are all used to indicate the main specific
measures for epidemic prevention and control, where nucleic and acid are used to indicate “nucleic acid testing” and
“quarantine” has more index lines expressed as “under (home) quarantine” (see Figure 9 and Figure 10).

Figure 9 Part of Index Lines of “Nucleic”

Figure 10 Part of Index Lines of “Quarantine”

5.1.3 Index analysis for keywords of other words
The words with “Chinese” include “Chinese mainland” “Chinese airport” “Chinese citizens” “Chinese painting”
“Chinese companies” etc. (see Figure 11). The expressions cover a wide range of topics such as epidemic, technology,
economy, culture and so on, showing the development of Guangzhou in various aspects. Among them, “Chinese
citizens” and “other foreigners” are juxtaposed to show Guangzhou’s city image of treating both domestic and
foreigners equally and being tolerant and fair during the Covid-19 pandemic. The following is an example:
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Figure 11 Part of Index Lines of “Chinese”

Example 5: Chen Yongqiu, deputy director of the Guangzhou public security bureau, said the city used the same nucleic
acid test measures for African people as it did for Chinese citizens and other foreigners, and provided the same
designated hotels for their quarantine(From Global Times, April 14, 2020).
Indexing analyzing “railway”, it is found that news reports mostly focus on the construction and operation of
high-speed railways between Guangzhou and other cities, including Beijing-Guangzhou High Speed Railway,
Guiguang-Guangzhou High Speed Railway, Guangshan High Speed Railway and so on (seen Figure 12).

Figure 12 Part of Index Lines of “Railway”

Example 6: The Futoushi tunnel of Guangzhou-Shanwei Railway was drilled through on Friday (from Global Times,
April 23, 2022).
The indexing analysis of “airport” reflects the concern for Guangzhou Baiyun Airport, like example 7, showing that
Baiyun Airport has become an international transportation hub with large flow of people, which reflects the
international image of Guangzhou as an open international metropolis (see Figure 13).
Example 7: Airports across the country saw widespread flight cancellations on Wednesday, with some airports even
reaching a flight cancellation rate of 98 percent according to flight information provider Flight Master (from Global
Times, November 09, 2022).
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Figure 13 Part of Index Lines of “Airport”

To sum up, by analyzing the top 20 keywords, we can find that Global Times’ news coverage of Guangzhou focuses on
three major themes: current affairs around Guangzhou, the Covid-19 pandemic and transportation, specifically
including the cases of the Covid-19 pandemic, preventive and control measures, the protection of the livelihood of the
city’s residents, the construction of economy and culture, as well as the construction and operation of the transportation
infrastructure. It shows the image of Guangzhou as a cosmopolitan city with active resistance to the epidemic, economic
and cultural prosperity, and openness and inclusiveness.

5.2 High-Frequency Word Analysis

Word frequency is one of the most important data types in corpus research. The frequent use of high-frequency words
in news reports can leave a deep impression on readers, thus affecting their emotional attitudes towards the reported
things; at the same time, high-frequency word analysis of news report texts can reveal the deeper meanings in the news
and summarize the linguistic features. Therefore, removing some words with no practical meaning, we extract the top
20 high-frequency real words, mainly verbs, nouns, adjectives and adverbs, and analyzes the uses of these words are
applied and their collocations. The details are shown in Table 2.

Table 2 Top 20 High Frequency Words
Number High frequency word Frequency

1 guangzhou 1036
2 china 684
3 province 328
4 said 325
5 be 322
6 guangdong 317
7 south 287
8 city 230
9 Covid 221
10 cases 204
11 epidemic 157
12 nucleic 144
13 district 142
14 acid 139
15 high 138
16 local 134
17 international 129
18 people 123
19 new 118
20 health 117

We analyze the high-frequency content words in the table 2 and they are broadly classified into the following 4
categories: agents, verbs, topic words related to Covid-19 pandemic and adjectives.
5.2.1 Analysis of agents
Firstly, the first category points to the agents. In these three years “Guangzhou” “china” “province” “Guangdong”
“south” and “district” were used many times in the news reports, and respectively ranked 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 6th, 7th, and
13th among the high-frequency words. They emphasize the central location and object of the report - Guangzhou City,
Guangdong Province, China. In addition, the word “city” is ranked in the 8th position, most of which were combined
with authorities and health committee (see Figure 14), which not only emphasizes the principle position of Guangzhou,
but also elaborates the related contents including the position, attitude, and measures of the city government authorities
and the city health committee. In the news, City’s health committee was a way to acquire the latest information of
Covid-19 pandemic. The following is an example.



A corpus-based analysis of Guangzhou’s city image in the global...

Volume 3, Issue 7, Pp 6-23, 2025

17

Figure 14 Part of Index Lines of “City”

Example 8: Guangzhou reported four new cases over the past 24 hours, all of which were found during screening of
close contacts at quarantine hotels, the city’s health authority announced on Monday (from Global Times, June 14,
2021).
And the news lays stress on the ideas and efforts of the authorities in epidemic prevention. Here is an example.
Example 9: The city’s authorities imposed transportation restrictions on Sunday night to prevent the virus spreading
(from Global Times, May 31, 2021).
The stress on authority information reflects the rigorousness of the news and widens the distance between the speaker
and the listener.
The word “people” is located in the 18th position, which is related to the aspects of people’s life and safety, and
people’s living needs. It reflects the city image of Guangzhou, which focuses on the people and serves the people.
Example 10: The city’s counter-extreme weather authority on Tuesday started preparations for the transfer and
resettlement of personnel to ensure the safety of people in dangerous areas (from Global Times, May 10, 2022).
5.2.2 Analysis of verbs
The second category of high-frequency words is verbs. “Said” has the highest frequency of use and is located in the 4th
of all high-frequency real words. As a matter of fact, both indirect and direct speeches can also express modalities in
English. In the news, “said” is used to quote other evaluators, indicating that this paper repeatedly conveys the views
and emotions of relevant people, spectators or other reports on Guangzhou-related events or Guangzhou’s city image,
especially the opinions of government staff and experts, which effectively enhances the authenticity and persuasiveness
of the news report.
Example 11: Experts said that the COVID-19 strain in the latest epidemic, which was initially detected in India, is more
contagious and spreads faster, posing a huge challenge for medical workers to complete the citywide nucleic testing
within two days (from Global Times, June 06, 2021)
It should be noted that the relevant evaluators elicited after “said” include: high-quality development, sufficient supplies,
expect to be completed, positive cases, and so on (see Figure 15). The example 12 shows that Guangzhou, against the
background of the epidemic’s difficult situation, has not been afraid of difficulties and has actively sought development.
It also highlights the people’s optimism and confidence in Guangzhou’s development.
Example 12: Chen said that the city will continue implement high-quality development in the financial sector during…
so as to develop Guangzhou as the core engine of Greater Bay Area (from Global Times, November 22, 2020).
The news also used the verb “be” several times. An analysis of the indexing lines of “be” reveals that it is mostly used
to express the passive voice, often paired with modal verbs such as “will” “should” “may” “could” “can” etc., and these
words also followed by specific and active measures to elaborate on Guangzhou’s future goals and plans for urban
construction (see Figure 16). Example 13 reflects the fact that Guangzhou is a city of “action” that actively seeks better
development for the city.
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Figure 15 Part of Index Lines of “Said”

Figure 16 Part of Index Lines of “Be”

Example 13: An international health station with a capacity of 5,000 people is expected to be put into operation in
Guangzhou in early September, said a Guangzhou government official in June (from Global Times, September 05,
2021).
Besides, we also find more expressions of “will be suspended”, indicating that the epidemic has slowed down many
ongoing or upcoming urban construction activities, hindered Guangzhou’s urban development, and had a more
far-reaching impact on the city.
Example 14: Baiyun district in Guangzhou, South China’s Guangdong Province also announced Monday that subway
and bus services will be suspended from Monday until Friday (from Global Times, November 21, 2022).
Moreover, the reports also show “be” verbs are used in various tenses, including “is” “are” “were” “will be” “have been
done” and so on. Among them, the word “is” is mostly paired with “expected”, and further analysis of the phrase “is
expected” reveals that it is mostly paired with positive words such as “cooperate” “accelerate” “improve” etc. (see
Figure 17), which shows the positive attitude of expectation towards Guangzhou. The following is an example:

Figure 17 Part of Index Lines of “Is”

Example 15: The move is expected to accelerate China’s offshore wind power installation capacity in deep-sea areas
and promote affordable access to offshore wind power (from Global Times, September 29, 2022).
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The words “are” and “were” are mostly used in the passive voice, elaborating on the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic
on Guangzhou and Guangzhou’s activities to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic.
Example 16: According to the announcement, residents are required not to leave home unless necessary (from Global
Times, November 05, 2022).
The words “has” and “have” are mostly used in the present perfect tense and the present perfect progressive tense of
verbs, and they are mostly used to describe the positive urban construction activities that have been completed in
Guangzhou, such as the completion of the infrastructure construction and the improvement of the situation of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
5.2.3 Analysis of topic words related to Covid-19 pandemic
The third category of high-frequency words is topic words related to Covid-19 pandemic. The words “cases”
“epidemic” “nucleic” “acid” and “health” are located in the 10th, 11th, 12th, 14th, and 20th positions of high-frequency
words, respectively. It is clear that “Cases of Covid-19 Pandemic” is the focus of Global Times’ coverage of
Guangzhou in 2020-2022, and thus the issue of people’s health is one of the core issues in the news coverage. The main
focus is on the status of the increase or decrease of cases of the epidemic and the arrangement of nucleic acid testing.
Since “cases” “epidemic” “nucleic” and “acid” have been analyzed in the previous analysis of keyword section, so we
do not repeat them here.
The word “health” is mostly used to express the “health committee”, which leads to its opinion (see Figure 18). It
reflects that the news focuses on the reporting of authoritative organizations and experts’ opinions so as to reflect the
characteristics and development of Guangzhou’s urban construction in the period of Covid-19 pandemic.

Figure 18 Part of Index Lines of “Health”

5.2.4 Analysis of adjectives
The last category is adjectives. In addition to the high-frequency adjective new, words “high” “local” and
“international” are in the 15th, 16th, and 17th places respectively. “High” is mainly used in a variety of expressions. To
begin with, it is used to express high - speed railway (see Figure 19), to elaborate the achievements and important
impacts of the construction of high - speed railway, and to reflect that the epidemic has not hindered the development of
China’s high-speed railway. Moreover, as an outstanding achievement in China’s transportation, high - speed railway
has always been the focus of news reports.

Figure 19 Part of Index Lines of “High-Speed”
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Example 17: The operation speed of high-speed railway connecting Beijing with Guangzhou, South China’s
Guangdong Province, will be gearing up to 350 kilometers an hour (km/h) in June, the China Railway announced on
Friday (from Global Times, May 13, 2022).
Secondly, “high” is also often used with “risk” to indicate high-risk areas (see Figure 20), emphasizing the nucleic acid
testing and epidemic prevention and control in high-risk areas of Guangzhou, reflecting the focused and targeted
prevention and control of the epidemic in Guangzhou. Thirdly, “high” is often paired with “quality” to emphasize the
requirements of high-quality economic development and high-quality life protection.
Example 18: Chen said that the city will continue implement high- quality development in the financial sector ... (from
Global Times, November 22, 2020)

Figure 20 Part of Index Lines of “High-Risk”

The word “local” is mainly used to express the local health authorities, government, and people (see Figure 21). For
example, Guangzhou has tightened anti-epidemic measures in parts of the city to curb the recent COVID-19 resurgence,
local authorities said Tuesday. It reflects that the news focuses on the interviews with local authorities and people and
cares much about the ideas from local people, so as to get more comprehensive and reliable news content. Specifically
analyzing the local people’s evaluative discourse, it is found that the people of Guangzhou express their trust and
support for the Guangzhou government’s ability to manage and cope with the epidemic, and still feel a sense of
well-being under the influence of the epidemic.

Figure 21 Part of Index Lines of “Local”

Example 19: Although the latest outbreak in Guangzhou slowed down the pace of the metropolis, most local residents
still felt the city’s strong management abilities and humane care (from Global Times, November 10, 2022).
This shows that the Guangzhou government cares for and loves its people, and it is good at management, and the people
of Guangzhou live happily.
Words that go with “international” include: airport, health station, bus station, medical protective supplies fair,
passenger, etc.
Example 20: The top epidemiologist revealed that the international health station that Guangzhou plans to build will
cover an area of 250,000 square meters with 5,000 independent rooms in accordance with strict quarantine standards to
prevent cross infection, Zhong said (from Global Times, June 26, 2021).
Guangzhou, as an important city in China’s economic opening to the outside world, gathers foreign friends from all
over the world and has a large population, thus making it more difficult to prevent and control the epidemic. However,
Guangzhou has been able to build international medical stations and quarantine zones to strictly control the spread of
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the epidemic, and at the same time provide adequate medical protection for foreigners to ensure that they can receive
basic livelihood services in the city. Overall, the image of Guangzhou constructed by Global Times is that of a positive,
people-centered metropolis.

5.3 Socio-Cultural Factors in Shaping City Image

To sum up, Global Times has shaped Guangzhou’s city image into three main features: first, a positive and pragmatic,
diligent and tenacious image, which is mainly reflected in the pursuit of high-quality development and the tenacious
resistance to the epidemic; second, a people-centered image with a strong sense of serving people, which is mainly
found in the strict protection of people’s living needs; and, third, a city image of an international open and friendly
metropolis, which is reflected in the fact that Guangzhou accommodated many foreigner and provided help to them in
the epidemic. The construction of these three characteristics is mainly related to the idea of China’s development, the
purpose of Global Times and Guangzhou’s urban culture.
First of all, China’s people-centered development thought greatly affects the shaping of Guangzhou’s city image.
President Xi Jinping emphasized that the broadest and deepest foundation of comprehensively advancing the rule of law
is the people, and that it must be adhered to for the sake of the people and rely on the people. When in face of the
difficulties of the epidemic, Guangzhou resisted the pressure, was calm and steady, and cooperated fully from the top to
the bottom. We can see from the prevention and control of the epidemic that Guangzhou attaches great importance to
the protection of people’s livelihood, demonstrating its resilience and the glory of its good and gentle human nature; at
the same time, the people of Guangzhou also demonstrated that they were united as one, trusted the government and
fully supported and cooperated with the government’s work. With the joint efforts of the government and the people,
the epidemic in Guangzhou can be controlled in a more stable manner, and on this basis, the people’s livelihood and
economic construction can be strengthened, demonstrating the image of Guangzhou as a people-centered city.
Secondly, as the only newspaper that conveys comprehensive news to foreign countries in line with China’s basic
national conditions, Global Times adheres to the tradition of reporting which are objectiveness, sensitiveness, and
without avoidance of sensitive issues, to show the world the rich, complex and changing China, as well as to report the
world from the perspective of the Chinese people, and to convey the stance and views of the Chinese people on major
international issues. Therefore, Global Times objectively describes the real situation of Guangzhou’s urban
development during the Covid-19 pandemic, including the situation of new cases, problems in economic development,
etc., and does not shy about showing the obstacles that the epidemic has brought to the development of Guangzhou and
the difficulties arising from the epidemic; at the same time, it also shows the efforts that Guangzhou has made for the
development of Guangzhou under the epidemic, including: infrastructure construction, taking measures to accurately
prevent and control the epidemic, etc. Therefore, the reports with the theme of the epidemic are not only the affairs
reports on that background of the society, but also the recognition and support to the efforts made by Guangzhou as a
city to resist the epidemic, and show the image of Guangzhou as a city that actively resists the epidemic and is
pragmatic energetic and motivated.
Finally, Guangzhou itself is characterized by a spirit of tolerance, openness, flexibility and pragmatism. As a pioneer in
China’s reform and opening up, Guangzhou has been one of the most important ports for China’s opening up to the
outside world since ancient times, attracting business, culture and talents from all over the world. At the same time,
Guangzhou upholds the belief of openness and friendliness to foreign travelers and businessmen, promoting cultural
exchanges and economic development between China and abroad. In addition, the people in Guangzhou, who live in the
water town, are both gentle and resilient in the face of difficulties. Therefore, in the face of the epidemic, the people in
Guangzhou demonstrated a positive and optimistic mindset, at the same time cooperating strongly with the work of the
government to combat the damage of the epidemic. In addition, Guangzhou is home to young people from all over the
country, who work hard and spend their years in Guangzhou with passion and determination, making the city vibrant
and full of vitality.

5.4 Strategies for Constructing Guangzhou’s City Image

According to the above research, the following summarizes the strategies of Guangzhou’s city image in news report:
firstly, we should be good at using positive words to praise the progress and development of the city, and people’s labor
and sweat; secondly, we should narrate the news from multiple perspectives, and interview local people, such as experts,
government staff, working people, etc., so as to ensure the comprehensiveness and truthfulness of the report, and to
shape a more three-dimensional and rich Guangzhou; finally, we should not only focus on showing the city’s image in
diverse fields, such as transportation construction, cultural exchanges, and economic construction, but also seize the
city’s characteristics, highlight the city’s advantages, and show the world the city’s unique charms, such as the open and
friendly characteristics of the coastal city of Guangzhou, which is shown in Global Times.

6 CONCLUSION

6.1 Characteristics of Guangzhou’s City Image Construction

This paper adopts a corpus method to analyze Global Times’ news reports about Guangzhou during the Covid-19
pandemic from the perspective of keywords and high-frequency words, summarizing the focuses and linguistic features
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of the reports, and analyzing Guangzhou’s city image on this basis. It is found that Global Times’ news reports on
Guangzhou are characterized by three main aspects. First, Global Times’ news coverage of Guangzhou focused on three
major themes: current events around Guangzhou, the Covid-19 pandemic and transportation; second, it focuses on
conveying the views and attitudes of the people involved in the event, especially the authorities such as the government
or experts; third, it chooses positive and affirmative vocabulary to describe the city of Guangzhou, reflecting the
affirmation and praise for the city of Guangzhou. The portrayed image of Guangzhou as a city includes features such as
positive and pragmatic, tenacious and hardworking, people-centered, open and friendly.

6.2 Limitations and Future Directions of the Research

It is necessary to point out that this paper only analyzes the characteristics of news discourse for keywords and
high-frequency words. However, the analysis of news discourse can also be studied in terms of syntax, part of speech
and semantics.

COMPETING INTERESTS

The authors have no relevant financial or non-financial interests to disclose.

FUNDING

The 14th Five-Year Plan Project of Guangzhou Municipal Philosophy and Social Science, “Research on the Media
Construction and Communication of Guangzhou's International Image” (Project No. 2023GZGJ230). Nationall
Innovative Training Project for Undergraduates of South China Agricultural University, “Corpus-Based Study on
Media Construction of Guangzhou's International Image” (Project No. 202410564042).

REFERENCES

[1] Lv R R, Duan C X. A positive discourse analysis of Harbin's city image in news reports. Xin Chu Culture,
2024(25): 60-63.

[2] Shen B K. The construction of city image on international social media: A multimodal discourse analysis of
official Olympic Twitter accounts @Beijing2022 and @Tokyo2020. Beijing: Beijing University of Posts and
Telecommunications, 2023.

[3] Li Z Y. A Multimodal Discourse Analysis of Lanzhou City Image Promotional Films Under the Grammar of
Visual Design. Lanzhou University of Technology, 2023.

[4] Li Q, Rong C Y. A study on the English translation strategies of Gongyi's city image promotional videos from the
perspective of skopos theory. Jin Gu Creative Literature, 2024(05): 105-107+121.

[5] Feng L, Lei C. A study on the English translation of city image from the perspective of communicative translation
theory: A case study of "Magnificent Guangxi". English Square, 2023(34): 12-15.

[6] Han L. A study on the English translation of city image publicity slogans from the perspective of
three-dimensional transformation in eco-translatology. China National Exhibition, 2022(15): 135-137+166.

[7] Wang X G. The presentation of Guangzhou's city image in China's mainstream English media. PR Magazine,
2023(01): 146-148.

[8] Xie J. The translation strategy of scenic spot public signs and its impact on city tourism image. Tourism Today,
2022, 20(07): 48-50+114.

[9] Yin B C. A Study on Changsha's International Image and Self-Shaping Strategy Based on a Large Corpus. Journal
of Xiangtan University(Philosophy and Social Sciences), 2022, 46(04): 177-181.

[10] Gao A Z. Multidimensional construction and international communication of city image from the perspective of
corpus Analysis: A Case Study of Hangzhou. Journal of Dali University, 2023, 8(09): 113-121.

[11] Shen N, Yan R. Research on the Media Content Production Strategy of Xi’an City Image from the Perspective of
Accurate Communication——Based on the News Report Text of China Daily Global Edition from 2018 to 2022.
Journal of Xi'an University (Natural Science Edition), 2023, 26(03): 54-61.

[12] Metaxas T. Mega projects and sustainable city image: evidence from Nuevo Norte Project of Madrid. International
Journal of Urban Sustainable Development, 2024, 16(1): 108-128.

[13] SEO J, PARK C. Differences in Perceptions towards Japanese Colonial Era Heritage: A Case Study of Gunsan
City’s Old Downtown. Korea Journal, 2024, 64(1).

[14] Cecília L, Augusto R C, Fumi A C. Events image from the host-city residents’ perceptions: impacts on the overall
city image and visit recommend intention. International Journal of Tourism Cities, 2023, 9(4): 875-893.

[15] Yeol H Y, Don L, Jiseon A, et al. City Branding’s impact on cities hosting sporting events: Top-down and
bottom-up effects in a pre-post study. Tourism Management Perspectives, 2023, 46.

[16] Qu H, Teh T B, Nordin A N, et al. Analysis of Guangzhou city image perception based on weibo text data
(2019–2023) . Heliyon, 2024, 10(17): e36577-e36577.

[17] Xi G C, Jin Gwan-hee, Min L, et al. A Convergence Study on the Influence Factors of Travel Exhibitions on
Tourists’ Travel Intentions - Taking Guangzhou International Public Art Travel Exhibition as an Example. Korean
Society for Convergence of Science and Arts, 2023, 41(1).



A corpus-based analysis of Guangzhou’s city image in the global...

Volume 3, Issue 7, Pp 6-23, 2025

23

[18] Ren C W, Luo J W. Portraying Guangzhou: A corpus-based analysis of Guangzhou's international image. Jin Gu
Creative Literature, 2021(44): 127-128.

[19] Yang K, Chen Y J. The image of Guangzhou on overseas social media platforms: an analysis based on a ten-year
corpus of Guangzhou-related discourse from Twitter. Global Communication, 2020(03): 76-85.

[20] Li Z Y, Li W B, Deng F. A corpus-based comparative study of Guangzhou's international image in Chinese and
American media discourses. Journalism Communication, 2021(21): 12-15.

[21] Li Q P. A Corpus-based Critical Discourse Analysis of the Reports on Huawei Issue in China Daily and The New
York Times. Guangxi University, 2021.

[22] Fairclough, N. Critical Discourse Analysis: The Critical Study of Language: Longman, 1995.
[23] Hu K B, Tian X J. A Corpus-based Study of the Image of Chinese Diplomacy in the English Translations of

Chinese Discourse on Diplomacy. Foreign Languages in China, 2018, 15(06): 79-88.
[24] Xiong W X. A linguistic perspective on the subjectivity of news reports: A method combining corpus-driven and

critical discourse analysis. Modern Communication (Journal of Communication University of China), 2022,
44(05): 22-32.

[25] Stubbs M. Text and Corpus Analysis: Computer-assisted Studies of Language and Culture. Oxford: Blackwell.
1996: 96.

[26] Scott M, Tribble C. Textual Patterns: Key words and corpus analysis in language education. John Benjamins
Publishing Company: 2006.

[27] Stubbs M. Texts, corpora, and problems of interpretation: A response to Widdowson. Applied Linguistics, 2001,
22(2): 149-172.

[28] Hu K B, Li T, Meng L Z. An introduction to corpus-based critical translation studies. Beijing: Higher Education
Press, 2018.


